18              FORTY-FIVE YEAES  UNDEE THE FLAG

It was now the writer's watch again, and there were some
misgivings among the old sailors. One of them named Taylor,
an excellent fellow, came up in the darkness and volunteered
in confidence the explanation that the accident had happened
because a number of albatross had been caught off the Cape.
He avowed that in all his experience at sea he had never known
a ship where tie captain allowing them to be caught had escaped
some mishap. With a good deal of solemnity, he declared that
the accident was only to remind us that the souls of old cap-
tains living in those albatross, always put a mark of bad luck
on ships which allowed the birds to be caught. But he vouch-
safed the comforting thought that as none of the birds had
been killed when caught, he hoped nothing serious would come
of the grounding.

When daylight came it brought good weather and higher
water, so that the Niagara was freed from the rocks uninjured.
She steamed up the bay, first to Kanagawa and later to an
anchorage off the city of Yeddo, now known as Tokio, where
she arrived on November 8th, completing the voyage from New
York in four months and nine days.

The following day the embassy were landed in good health.
After arrangements had been made with the authorities, the
various presents from our Government to that of Japan were
landed. Colonel Ripley of the Army and Lieutenant Henry A.
Wise of the Navy were the representatives of the two services
of our Government, sent out in charge of the several ordnance
machines then used for making and preparing percussion caps,
Minie rifle bullets, etc. Both were admirable shipmates and did
much to relieve the monotony of those weary days in the old
time at sea.

Official visits and the entertainment of the commanding offi-
cer "by the Government authorities on shore followed, and these
in turn were supplemented by courtesies to the officers of the
ship from high officials of the empire. One of the temples
of Yeddo, called Siogee, which had been occupied by Lord El-
gin in 1858, was fitted up as a lodging place, where the officers
were entertained in groups and carefully guarded by the sol-
diery and police of the city. The city was divided into several
districts, and one of these was visited by the officers each day